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Allotments Waterfowl Welfare Agreement

The Council reserves the right to review this Agreement as is reasonably required.

Ducks require a lot of water, and you must be able to provide your own water supply.
Allotment water is not to be used.

Any person keeping ducks on Allotment land must be an Allotment Tenant, will be bound by the
Allotment conditions of tenancy, and all relevant laws in force at the time being, in addition to the
terms and conditions contained in this Agreement. The Allotment Tenant accepts that all costs and
expenses incurred for the keeping of any ducks on any plot on any allotment land will be met by the
allotment tenant.

The Council reserves the right not to allow or to withdraw its agreement for the keeping of ducks on
any plot on any allotment land where it is reasonable to do so.

The most important consideration is the welfare of the ducks themselves. In meeting the basic
physiological and behavioural needs the following must be provided by the Tenant under the
Animal Welfare Act 2006.

Compton Parish Council require you to provide:

* a suitable environment for the ducks — secure housing/shelter, with at least 0.5 square metre
per large duck (Indian Runner size) inside the duck house and external space of a minimum of 10
square metres for small ducks and double that for larger breeds. This is a minimum requirement,
and we would hope that you would give as much space as possible to your flock. The outdoor area
should be large enough to allow wet, muddy or barren areas to be sectioned off to recover and to
minimise the risk of disease, while still allowing enough space for birds to roam on good pasture.
Shutting up at night is essential where the run is open; advisable but not essential to welfare when
they are keptin a totally enclosed run. Protection from draughts in cold conditions and shade from
direct sunlight is required.

¢ a suitable diet and clean fresh water — adequate fresh water and food to be provided daily.
Each duck must be offered at least 150g daily of layers pellets (or similar) and a bucket of fresh
clean drinking water, (separate from their swimming water). In addition, a variety of fresh fruit and
vegetables daily.

¢ aclean house and run - bedding material to be changed regularly to absorb moisture and odour
(either wood shavings or straw). The run area to be regularly cleared of excrement and food waste.
The allotment tenant will be responsible for the removal of all arisings and waste material from the
allotment. Feed is to be keptin a suitable rodent proof container.

¢ ducks to exhibit natural behaviour — provide enrichment activities, to include an open water

facility big enough for the duck to swim, preen and submerge their heads under water. Clean the
open water facility at least once a week before refilling it with clean water.
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¢ socialisation with others — minimum of 3 ducks and maximum of 6.

e protection for ducks from pain, injury, suffering and disease — we advise you to read the
guidance notes: RSPCA Welfare of animals kept on allotments and Keeping Domestic Ducks -
British Waterfowl Association. A copy of this can be provided if required.

You must report to the Allotment Manager any infestations of rodent activity and ensure your best
efforts to deter/prevent them.

An authorised representative of the Council has the right to inspect waterfowl on Allotment land at
any time. This includes a right of entry to the plot and any structures thereon. If the Council or the
RSPCA has cause to investigate complaints of maltreatment, then the reasonable costs of vets or
other official inspections will be passed to the Allotment Tenant for payment.

In the case of urgency, immediate rectification may be required. In the first instance, the
allotment manager will attempt to contact the tenant. If deemed necessary, the Allotment
Manager will intervene in the interest of welfare as stated above.

Failure by a tenant to comply with the Terms & Conditions of this Agreement will lead to the
withdrawal of permission to keep waterfowl on the Allotment.

COMPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Allotments Waterfowl Welfare Agreement

“l have read and agree to comply with the above Allotments Waterfowl Welfare Agreement.”

Name: Signature: Date:

Allotment plot number: Number of ducks (not to exceed 6):

Telephone Number / Emergency contact:

The Council hereby accepts the above sighatory as a Tenant who has been granted permission
to keep poultry upon the Allotment plot as set out above.

Signature: Date:
Clerk/Councillor/Allotment Manager

References and advisable reading:

Animal Welfare Act 2006 - legislation.gov.uk
RSPCA - Advice and Welfare
www.waterfowl.org.uk
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