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Compton Parish Council 
Wilkins Centre, Burrell Road, Compton, Newbury, RG20 6NP 

contact@comptonparishcouncil.gov.uk 07748 591920 

https://comptonparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 

Grazing Land Sheep Welfare Agreement 
 
The Council reserves the right to review this agreement as is reasonably required.  
 
Any person keeping sheep on Council grazing land must be a registered tenant and is bound by the 
conditions of tenancy, and all relevant laws, in force for the time being, in addition to the terms and 
conditions contained in this Agreement. The tenant accepts that all costs and expenses incurred for 
the keeping of sheep on any plot of grazing land will be met by the tenant. 
 
The Council reserves the right not to allow or to withdraw its agreement for the keeping of sheep 
on any plot of grazing land where it is reasonable to do so.  

The most important consideration is the welfare of the sheep themselves. In meeting the basic 
physiological and behavioural needs, the following must be provided by the Tenant under the 
Animal Welfare Act 2006. 

Compton Parish Council require you to provide: 

1. A suitable environment for the sheep 
• Grazing Area: Sheep must be provided with a secure and sufficient grazing area. The grazing 

area should offer at least 0.1 hectares per sheep to ensure adequate space for movement 
and foraging. The pasture must be well-maintained, free from toxic plants, and managed to 
prevent overgrazing. 

• Shelter: Adequate shelter must be provided to protect sheep from extreme weather 
conditions. The shelter should offer protection from rain, wind, and direct sunlight, and be 
large enough to accommodate all sheep comfortably. 

• Fencing: Secure fencing is required to prevent escape and to protect the sheep from 
predators. The fencing should be regularly inspected and maintained. 

 
2. A suitable diet and clean fresh water  

• Sheep must have access to a balanced diet, including access to fresh pasture and 
supplementary feed if necessary, particularly during times when grazing is not sufficient. 

• Clean, fresh water must be available at all times. Water troughs or containers should be 
checked regularly and kept clean to prevent contamination. 

 
3. Health and cleanliness 

• The grazing area and any shelters must be kept clean. Manure should be regularly removed 
to reduce the risk of disease and parasites. 

• The tenant is responsible for the disposal of waste materials and any necessary pest 
control measures. 

• Regular health checks are required to monitor the wellbeing of the sheep. This includes 
vaccinations, parasite control, and any other necessary veterinary care. 

  
4. Natural behaviour 
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• Sheep should be kept in groups to allow for social interactions, as they are naturally 
gregarious animals. A minimum of two sheep must be kept together to prevent loneliness 
and distress. 

• Provide enrichment activities to encourage natural behaviours, such as foraging and 
grazing. 

 
5. Protection from pain, injury, suffering and disease 

• The tenant must ensure the sheep are protected from pain, injury, suffering, and disease. 
Immediate veterinary attention should be sought if any sheep show signs of illness or 
distress. 

• The tenant is encouraged to familiarize themselves with the RSPCA guidelines on the 
welfare of sheep and adhere to best practices in animal husbandry. 

 

Inspection and Compliance: 

An authorised representative of the Council has the right to inspect sheep on grazing land at 
any time. This includes the right of entry to the plot and any structures thereon. If the Council or 
the RSPCA has cause to investigate complaints of maltreatment, the reasonable costs of vets 
or other official inspections will be passed to the tenant for payment. 

In the case of urgency, immediate rectification may be required. In the first instance, the 
Council will attempt to contact the tenant. If deemed necessary, the Council will intervene 
in the interest of welfare as stated above. 

Failure to comply with the Terms & Conditions of this agreement can lead to the 
termination of the tenancy of the grazing land. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
COMPTON PARISH COUNCIL – Grazing Land Sheep Welfare Agreement 

 
“I have read and agree to comply with the above Grazing Land Sheep Welfare Agreement.”   
 

Name: ___________________    Signature: ___________________    Date: ___________ 

Grazing lane plot number: ___________ Approx. number of sheep: ________________ 

Telephone Number / Emergency contact: _______________________________________      

The Council hereby accepts the above signatory as a tenant who has been granted permission 
to keep sheep upon the allotment plot as set out above.  

 

Signature:  ________________________          Date: ______________ 
Clerk/Councillor/Allotment Manager  
 
References and advisable reading: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 – legislation.gov.uk 
RSPCA – Welfare of animals kept on allotments 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents

