7.
S

S0
1

Compton

Parish Council

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting

Held on Monday 9" June 2025 in the Wilkins Centre, Compton. Commencing at 7:00 pm.

Members Present: Councillor Dave Aldis, Chair

Councillor Rebecca Pinfold, Deputy Chair
Councillor Jude Cunningham

Councillor Linda Moss

Councillor Alison Strong

Councillor Sharon Tiller

Members Absent: None

Officers Present: Sarah Marshman, Clerk/RFO

In Attendance: 0 Members of the Public
Minutes
25/033 Toreceive, and consider for acceptance, apologies for absence from Members of

25/034

25/035

the Council
All Members were present, so there were no apologies.

To receive any declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other
Registerable Interests, or Non-Registerable Interests, and to consider any
requests for dispensation from Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary
Interest

There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation.

Toreceive:

Questions or comments from members of the public regarding items on the
agenda

Representations from any member who has declared an Other Registerable
Interest or a Non-Registerable Interest

There were no questions, comments or representations.
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25/036 To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 12" May 2025
Resolved: Members agreed that the minutes of the last meeting be accepted as a true
record. The Chair signed the minutes.

25/037 To discuss any matters arising from the previous meeting
There were no matters arising.

25/038 Toreceive areport from the District Councillor
The District Councillor sent her apologies.

25/039 To review the minutes and recommendations from the following committees:

Committee Date Minute Numbers Recommendations to Full Council
Planning None
Personnel None

25/040 To receive an update and review recommendations from the following working
parties:
Burial Ground — Documentation for the Land Registry has been completed. The Clerk

will commission the archaeological survey once the transfer is confirmed.
Sports Pavilion — The flooring will be installed in mid-July.

25/041 Planning Applications:

25/041.1 To consider the following new planning applications:

25/01182/FUL Appletree, Coombe Road, Compton, RG20 6RQ - Change of use
and minimal external changes of the existing 'tractor barn' on the site of
Appletree Cottage into a short term let annex of no more than a single bedroom
with open plan area, WC/shower and kitchenette.

Resolved: To submit an objection to the application, along with the comments given
in Appendix 1.

25/041.2 To consider whether to request the District Councillor calls in any planning
applications to the Western Area Planning Committee
There were no applications requiring call-in.

25/041.3 To consider whether to refer any planning applications for further response from
the Council’s planning consultants
There were no applications requiring referral.

25/041.4 Toreceive areport on recent planning decisions taken by West Berkshire Council
West Berkshire Council has reported no decisions since the last Parish Council
meeting.
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25/042

25/042.1

25/042.2

25/042.3

25/042.4

25/043

25/044

25/045

25/06

Finance:

To consider approving the payments listed on the Finance Report
Resolved: To approve the payments listed in the Finance Report in Appendix 2.

To note the most recent Bank Reconciliation
Resolved: To note the bank reconciliation figures as provided in the Finance Report in
Appendix 2.

To receive any reports from the Internal Controller
The Internal Controller has inspected the accounts to the end of June 2024.

To note the Quarterly Budget Report
The next quarterly budget report will be issued at the end of June.

To consider actions relating to the salt bin on Newbury Lane
Resolved: To leave the salt bin on the triangle of land at the end of Newbury Lane,
now that it has been emptied and is usable.

To receive an update on vandalism and anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the village
The council is having issues with accessing the CCTV system. The Clerk will contact
the company that installed it to assist.

To receive reports on the following:
There were no updates.

To discuss matters for future consideration or information

The council discussed the electricity costs associated with the sports pavilion. The
Clerk was tasked with researching the cost of installing solar panels, in preparation
for potential funding opportunities should the council decide to move forward with
the initiative.

The schedule for emptying the litter and dog waste bins was discussed and will be
monitored.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:03 pm.

Date and time of next scheduled meeting:
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: Monday 7" July 2025 at 7 pm

Chairman: Date:
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Appendix 1: Response to Planning Application 25/01182/FUL
Appletree, Coombe Road, Compton, RG20 6RQ

Compton Parish Council objects to the above planning application for the conversion of an
agricultural tractor barn into a self-contained annex for short-term holiday letting. The council’s
objections are based on policy compliance, cumulative impact, neighbouring amenity
concerns, highways, and environmental factors, as detailed below.

1. Conflict with Planning Policy & Commercial Use Concerns

e The original planning permission (01/00264/HOUSE) for the tractor barn explicitly
restricted commercial use, yet this proposal seeks to convert it into a short-term
rental property.

o The applicants currently reside in Appletree Cottage, but a portion of their home is
already used as a short-term holiday let.

e Additionally, the applicants own and operate Bramble Cottage next door as a full-
time holiday rental.

e With the proposed conversion of the tractor barn, this would mean three separate
short-term rental units concentrated on the site, significantly increasing visitor
turnover.

e This contradicts Policy ADPP1 of the West Berkshire Core Strategy, which seeks to
limit development in open countryside, ensuring it addresses genuine rural needs
rather than facilitating commercial expansion.

2. Intensification of Holiday Lets & Community Impact

¢ The combined effect of multiple holiday rental properties in close proximity raises
concerns about the changing nature of the area, potentially displacing permanent
residents and eroding community stability.

e The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) encourages sustainable rural
tourism, but a concentration of short-term rentals risks undermining the residential
character of the parish.

e The council should assess the cumulative impact rather than treating each application
in isolation.

3. Neighbouring Amenity & Privacy Concerns

e The proposed development introduces new windows, which may overlook private
amenity space at Appletree Cottage.

o While shutters are proposed, their effectiveness depends on occupant usage,
meaning privacy cannot be guaranteed.

¢ Short-term holiday lets generate higher visitor turnover, leading to potential noise
disturbance, light pollution, and disruption for permanent residents.
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4. Traffic, Parking & Access Issues

The site has shared access with neighbouring properties, increasing traffic
movements and potential congestion on Coombe Road.

The existing rural road network may not support additional visitor vehicles,
particularly given the lack of a formal traffic impact assessment.

Parking provision should be reassessed to ensure it meets both current and future
visitor needs, avoiding displacement onto public roads

5. Flood Risk & Environmental Concerns

The northeast corner of the site falls within Flood Zones 2 & 3, requiring a Flood Risk
Assessment that has not been provided.

The proposed soakaway system may not be viable due to the area’s high groundwater
levels, a concern raised in previous consultee responses.

The site is located in the North Wessex Downs National Landscape, requiring strict
measures to preserve biodiversity and ecological integrity.

Requested Actions

The council respectfully requests that:

The planning officer reviews the cumulative impact of multiple holiday lets at this site,
including Appletree Cottage (partial holiday let), Bramble Cottage (full holiday let),
and the proposed annex.

The council reassesses policy compliance, especially the restriction on commercial
use from the original planning consent.

A site visit is conducted to evaluate the impact on neighbouring properties, highway
safety, and environmental factors.

If approvalis granted, a condition is imposed to ensure the annex can never become a
separate residential property.
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Appendix 2: Finance Report

Status at last bank reconciliation 30th April 2025

Account Balance
Unity Trust Current Account £44,821.98
Unity Trust Savings Account £65,258.26
Lloyds Multipay Corporate Card -£86.96
CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund £25,000.00
Total £134,993.28

Income received 3rd May - 2nd June 2025

Account Income Detail Amount
Savings Pitch/Pavilion hire £80.00
Current Allotment rent £610.00
Current Compilations advertising £93.00
Current Pavilion hire £55.00
Total £838.00

Payments made on Lloyds Corporate Card to be approved

Method Date Payee Payment Detail Amount
CcC 07-May-25 | Microsoft Microsoft May £12.36
CC 12-May-25 | Royal Mail Postage £0.87
CcC 12-May-25 | Royal Mail Postage £0.87
CcC 21-May-25 | Royal Mail Postage £1.70
CcC 22-May-25 | Amazon USB drive £26.09
CcC 02-Jun-25 | Lloyds Card fee £3.00

Total £44.89

Payments from Unity Trust Current Account to be approved

Method Date Payee Payment Detail Amount

DD 16-May-25 | Castle Water Water at School Road £157.78
allotments Mar/Apr

DD 20-May-25 | Vodafone Phone £27.09

BACS | 20-May-25 | Gardner Leader Burial ground land transfer £1,934.40

legal fees

DD 21-May-25 | Castle Water Water at Newbury Lane £28.86
allotments Apr

DD 21-May-25 | Castle Water Water at Sports Pavilion Apr £9.77

DD 29-May-25 | SSE Energy Solutions Lighting electricity Apr £415.17

DD 31-May-25 | Unity Trust Bank Bank account fee £6.00
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BACS 03-Jun-25 | Tactical Facilities Refuse disposal May £250.49
Management Ltd

BACS 03-Jun-25 | Playsafety Limited Play area safety inspection £144.00

BACS 03-Jun-25 | ICCM Membership 25/26 £105.00

BACS 03-Jun-25 | West Berkshire Council | Compilations Jun/Jul £492.00

BACS 03-Jun-25 | AD Clark Grounds maintenance May £867.15

BACS 06-Jun-25 | Staff Costs Staff costs June £2,045.88

Total | £6,483.59

Transfers

Method Date From Account To Account Amount
DD 16-May-25 | Unity Current Lloyds £89.96
Total £89.96

347



348



